
about Munley itml the Laughing 
Mask being the wiine |ktwiii. What 
hits Juki Imppeuod prove* I mu 
right. for no two Jieople i-oillil have 
changed place* Ik 1 tween the time we 
chased Muuley Into Itie gunroom and 
t tint uim-ked criminal opened the 
door. So oue cume out of tlmt win- 
dow and you know It us well us I 
do." 

Hot a nioiucnt tile puzzled girl took 
rnpld counsel with herself. 

"I uni afraid I ahull have to dis- 
credit your theory attain. Cuptulu 
Itraekelt." idle said in unequivocal:* 
I iik’ tones, "for David Manley did come 
through that window and I saw him 
with my own eye*." 

For ,a moment the heavy-featured 
police otlleer stared at her In appar- 
ent disbelief, hoi Margery felt she 
hud twisted the truth In u good eause. 
and presently lie turned from her 
clear, level guze with the attitude of 
u man who Ima completely lout Ida 
hearings. 

After lunch ahe sllpis-d away from 
the group hitting on the broad verandu, 
discussing ways and menus for the Iro- 
mediate caplnre ol the Laiighlug 
Musk, and taking a shortcut across the 
Helds, soon cunie In sight of the old 
gray farmhouse. 

Off to one side of the weather- 
beaten dwelling she saw Davy corn- 
fmyably sprawled In a fringed ham- 
mock slung between two gnarled apple 
trees. Suddeuly he sprang out of 
the hammock and. after an Irresolute 
glance toward the house, set off at nu 
easy pace down the road In the direc- 
tion of Seven 4 inks hill. I'uder the 
deserted hummock Margery saw a 
folded square of paper, whleh she con- 
eluded was the note Davy had so nar- 
rowly saved from the ruthless clutches 
of Captain Itraekelt earlier lu the day. 

But Instead of the penciled Hues of 
the lmuglifug Musk she saw u rough 
diagram of a great bowlder with a 
slur bisecting Its i ..sc- line. I'ndcr tills 
star were the words: "Press at this 
I >ol lit until opening appears.” The 
sigul flounce of l lie puzzling sketch 
suddenly flushed Into the uilnd of the 
•lUlck wltti-d girl. She knew Hint ut 
one Unie extensive coal mining opera- 
tions hud been carried on ut Seveu 
Oulta hill. 

In these forgotten catuouubs. nu 
entrance had apparently beeu effected 
by the construction of u secret door 
ut the foot of the lone bowlder on 
the hilltop Tills would account for 
the suddeu disappearance of David 


gangster called Mack advanced 
slowly and with some trepidation to- 
ward a tallow dip sputtering lu a 
bracket Used against the Inky black 
wall. As lie fumbled at thul bracket 
with thick mol clumsy lingers, a 
fearful mid gruesome thing hap- 
pened. Suspended high over Ills head 
and couceuled with the wull bracket 
by a slender wire. Invisible In the 
oeinldnrknesM. was a massive Iron 
crowbar, Its beveled edge sharpened 
to a razorlike fineness. The course 
lingers brushing against an Ingenious 
trigger bad Instnntly released that 
deadly weapon hanging lu midair. 
It dropped straight down like a plum- 
met and eutchlug the unsuspecting 
gunman squarely on the head, split 
his skull like an eggshell. 

Hut the su|>eruntural horrors of 
those subterranean vaults were still 
to be exhausted. For a luoineut 
Dutch Frank, the Itlond gangster, 
stared In white-faced consternation 
at that ghastly figure stretched be- 
fore him. Then, with u sudden bleat 
of terror, be turned from the up 
palling sight and tied blindly uloog the 
dusky tunnel toward tie- ladder lend- 
ing to the upper world. In bis mud 
rush to escape from those Ill-omened 
vaults of death he blundered heavily 
against an old and decaying mine 
prop. 

The nge-rotted timber crumbled like 
paper under the forceful Mow from 
the shoulder of the racing blond giant, 
and with the suddenness of a cloud 
hurst, a great section of deep- Assured 
rock, which roofed the tunnel, fell 
with a sullen rour onto the struggling 
gungster, crushing out bis life anil 
blocking up the passage. As the mut- 
tering echoes aroused by that land- 
slide slowly subsided. Logur realized 
that the bund of death hud rubbed hltu 
of the lust of his evil followers, and 
Ids auvuge courage entirely forsook 
him. Obsessed with a mud desire to 
escape from the encompassing sliud 
ows. he frantically tore ut the rooks 
which now checked his egress. 

It was with new misgivings that 
the girl crouching In the stygluu gloom 
of the wulled-lu crypt on the lower 
level of the nbuiidoued mine, heard the 
muffled rour accompanying the cas- 
cade of rocks Into the tuuuel. Her 
euemy lying under the trup-door where 
he hud fnlleu now gave unmistakable 
signs of returulug consciousness. 

But these appalling conjectures were 
suddenly buulshed by u danger which 
threatened dire und Immediate results. 
Her enemy lying under the trapdoor 
where he had fulleu new gave uuuils- 
takuble signs of returning conscious- 
ness. 

Presently he would commence to ex- 
plore his surroundings, und the girl, 
separated by only u few feet of cti- 
ahroudlug darkness from the merci- 
less criminal, felt her blood turn cold 
at the t bought of those groping lin- 
gers which would eventually Had her. 
But as she waited, scarcely during to 
breathe for fear of betraying her pres- 
ence. she heard u low exclamation of 
satisfaction come from the itultun gun- 
man. and even while she wondered 
what It could men n, n si null shaft of 
light suddenly pierced the ebony black- 
ness. 

That exclamation from her enemy 
meant lie had found III* pocket Hash- 
light unbroken, and now n little circle 
of llghi traveled over the Jutting walls, 
slowly approaching the spot where 
Margery Golden crouched, waiting her 
Inevitable discovery with alt the cour- 
age she could muster. Nearer, and yet 
nearer, came that betraying beam of 
light. Suddenly It rested full on the 
white face of the girl, while from the 
Ups of Black Tony came a startled oath 
of wonder. 

Then the light vvus quickly extin- 
guished. and Margery heurd I he soft 
pad of stealthily approaching foot- 
falls. Into her distraught ml ml came 
the memory of those sheltllke ridges 
moment's hesitation ahe darted Into ahe had seen at the further end or 
one of the shadowy chambers, hoplug the chamber, and, feeling her way 
to find some place of concealment In along the dump wall, she stole rapidly 
Us dark recesses. But she was sud- toward them. Even ns she stumbled 
denly threatened by new and uuex- agalust the lowest of those stone pro- 
tected dangers, for Us the center of Jectlons. she heard the sudden spring 
that vanltllke room her hurrying of the gangster, followed by hi* cry of 
feet suddenly slipped from under her. baffled fury us he clawed at the empty 
and with a startled outcry she H lr where he hud lust seen her. 
plunged tlirough a hidden trapdoor, Then came a little click to her ears, 
which sprang back Into place when „iid again that circle of light coin- 
rcllcved of her weight. raenced its exploration. It suddenly 

When the badly shaken girl sat up glared Into her eyes, and the shadowy 
ou the uneven stone flooring where form behind It came rapidly under the 
ahe had lauded with considerable ledge. 

force, ahe realized she had fallen Into With drawn breath and tumultuous- 
another of those spectrally lighted ly heating heart, she waited, wallet I 
chambers on a lower level of the until she saw the bullet-shu|>cd lead 
abandoned mine. Hut there was this of the gangster Just beneath her. Tlu-n 
difference — the nmrky car* In which with a mighty effort she lifted u 
she now found herself had no outlet, heavy lump of coal, and with all her 
Agalust one aide of that tombllke strength sent It crashing onto the hair- 
chamber the miners had left su us- matted skull of the Itnllun. 

• ending aeries of rocky ledges upon 8he mnv had tiolhlug hut her Imre 
which they must have stood to reach bunds with which to repel that gang- 
the higher coal deimslta, but this star, more dangerous and vicious than 

rough stairway offered no hope of a mad dog. As she lay Hat on 

escape to the apprehensive girl. row ledge momentarily expecting a 

Then, with a faint flash of light, fresh onslaught, she knew then* was 
the trapdoor swung open, and she bat one jMmsIhle chance for her miIv.i- 
heard a startled oath, followed by tlon. If her masked protector should 
the thud -of a heavy body as It struck by any chance return to this under 
the rocky flooring. A long alleuce ground labyrinth, which be hud uppur- 
fol lowed and the alarmed girl real- «ntly utilized as a terribly guarded 
I zed that her unseeu enemy must b« biding place, she might yet escape that 
lying unconscious where he bsd knife blade. 

fallen. | Bnt llie dunce wn* even more re- 

Hhe did not know that the sudden mote than the despairing girl could 
and mysterious disappearance of realize, for at that moment, while sin* 
Black Tony had proved too much for was Intently listening for the soft step 
even the Iron nerve of those crime- of Black Tony, tba Laughing Mask w us 
hardened gunmen. seated lu a fragrant garden talking In 

"Tony must have fallen down an an earnest maimer to the pretty Dor 
old shaft, but that's no reason for ©thy Wllk. ns, close beside him. Then 
your throwing a lit," Legmr said In a «* he Impulsively loaned over und 
voice tlmt was a trifle unsteady, kissed her they heard the rapidly me 
"maybe the girl's down there, too. I proaohlug sounds of a hard-driven 


stopped a short distance dowu the road. 
At sight of these implacable anemic* 
•lie Laughing Mask, with a word*bf as- 
surance to his companion, slipped qui- 
etly through the hedge and ran light- 
ly towurd the highway, down which 
Ou- detectives were already coming 
Hut the meaning of UHs surprising 
maneuver was apparent lu another mo 
meat, for mingled with the startled 
shouts of the officers came the rapid 
explosions from a motorcycle, which 
now darted away with Its masked rider 
bending low over the bundle bars. 

With a quick crush of gears the au- 
tomobile started In hot pursuit 

When the Luughlng Mask hud estsb 
linked a fairly wide margin of safety 
lie slowed down und, leaping from the 
saddle, ran with quick strides over 
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ures worming their way down the 
slope toward her. 

She would have been taken entirely 
off her guard had not the heavy-foot- 
ed gangster known as Dutch Frank 
clumsily loosed a hesvy stoue, which 
went bounding and crashlug down the 
steep Incline past the startled girl. 

“Spread out, end be quick about 11 !” 
Legar commanded sharply. “Tony, cut 
her off from the house; stay where 
you' are, Dutch, In cuse she double* 
back; Mnck, you watch the road; I'll 
get the girl myself." 

Then out of her desperation was 
boru a plan, uncertalu and hazard- 
ous In Its nature, but worth attempt- 
log ns a last resort. Ualherlng all 
her streugth for a Onsl effort, she 
headed directly for the lone bowlder 
standing on the rldge-top some 
twenty yards above her. She cov- 
ered the Intervening distance with a 
frenzied hurst of speed and threw 
herself, panting convulsively, st the 
base of the massive rock. 

Then her braised Ungers came lu 
contact with • slight projection, on 
which she saw painted the faint out- 
line of s red star, She Instantly 
pressed with all her strength sgulust 
this projection and. with a sharp dick 
of releasing bolts, u slab of wood 'so 
closely reseuibllug the rock as to defy 
detection suddeuly dropped lu Its 
grooved guides, lesvlug a narrow aper- 
ture In the face of the bowlder. 

Even as Legsr, his cruel face 
ii tli* in*- with evil passion, rushed u|h>ii 
the defenseless girl, she *llp|)ed 
through the struuge upeulng. und 
a* she stumbled onto a rude wooden 
platform some Ingenious mechanism 
sent the heavy panel shooting Into 
place behind her. 

Beneath the platform on which she 
was stundliig the gloom was broken by 
flickering tallow dips fixed against 
the wull. and Margery suw, us she ex- 
pected, the lubyrinthlan galleries of 
the long-deserted coal mine. Then its 
abe discovered a ladder which led 
down Into the wavering shadows the 
heavy harrier suddenly dropped mid 
silhouetted ngulnst the outer light 
she saw the leering face of Legar. 

As he cauie twisting through llie 
narrow passage the harried girl 
sprang for Ihe ladder and groping her 
way dowuwurd found herself lu u 
sloping tunnel from which opened a 
aeries of exhuuated coal pocket*. 

Margery could now hear rough 
voices and the shuffling of feet ou the 
platform Above her bead. After u 


SYNOPSIS. 


me hupe (lint some day you will let 
me come buck to you,” 

Then he slowly took from Ills pocket 
a folded square of uote paper. 

.'rashiag htaTisiid' PaUdorT lirodstlie l» “* '""I almost forgotten to give this 
land and kUltu»|>* OoMcii* UtUe ilnushlei to you," lie suid, extending the paper 

fkt!^ on:‘\U^lSr««V^nte «« <Kc wondering girt. "I found It 
k*i ui.ti mM*-» iier to nor father's honi* fastened ou the tlmra bush neur the 
fe THo* uoveti^ , 'i-hurt* , ^ ,, |oa/ 0 |n ,>, » «reot bowlder oh Seven Oaks hUI, It 
n«ht bsiw.eii Muuley ond one of Legsr's |* addressed to you und I liiluk It must 

be from the Luughlng Musk, fur In* 
bus beeu eeen around there a number 
of tluiea." 

As Margery hastily glanced at the 
penciled uote she saw that Dnvy vvus 
right lu his conjecture, and he re- 
gained much thut he hud lost In her 
uffeciiouH us aha realized what u 
struggle It must have cost hltu to act 
us message bearer for his masked 
rival, 

"I’ll trouble you to bund over that 
letter, Miss Golden," demanded Cup- 
talu Brackett In authoritative torn** 
us lie stepped from his place of con- 
cealment. "I've hud uiy doubts nbout 
your wuutin' to bind tlmt masked 
criminal lu the cell where be belongs 
ever since you steered us wroug tin* 
time be made Ids lust getuvvuy, ah' 
perhaps Ibis little dockyiueut will help 
throw some light on the subject." 

Ills beefy paw suddenly shot out 
uud llrtuly clutched her slender wrist. 
Hut the resisting girl found a timely 
ally lu the person of Imvld Mauley, 
who | tercel ved that for reusoua of her 
own Margery did not wish to surren- 
der the note, und. with a quick move- 
ment snatched Hint object of conten- 
tion from her finger* and stuffed It lu 
Ids pocket. 

The belligerent cupUtiu now ad- 
vanced threateningly upon the new 
fui-tor of HiIm uuexpccied resistance to 
the majesty of the law. 

"Come across with thut paper, young 
man." he bellowed furiously, "or I'll 
show you what It means to Interfere 
with uu officer performin' Ids duty." 

Then ns the calm-faced Davy ex- 
hibited no Indications comply lug 
with rills demand, the Irate pollceuura 
attempted to decide the issue by physl 
cal force Kougldy throwlug a pin 
loiilng arm about tin- iletinni Mauley. 
In- laude u vigorous effort to extract 
tin- much-coveted paper from Ills pris- 
oner's pocket. 

As the straggling figures thrashed 
and tramped over the orderly tlow-ei 
bed*. Enoch Golden and two of Cap 
lain Brackett's men, who had heurd 
the sounds of the imi-qiiul combat, 
came hurrying utsm the scene. The 
sight of these enemy re-enforce- 
ments acted upon the ueurly ex- 
hausted Dnvy like u rowel led spur 
ii|m.ii the flunks of a Jaded horse. 
With a supreme effort, he wrenched 
loose from the grasp of his heuvy- 
hninlcd captor and darted across the 
stretch of velvet lawn toward the 
spacious country house, with the de- 
termined officers dose at Ids heels. 
Dp the steps and through the open 
door be scurried, and, guinlug the 
gunroom ut the end of the hull, 
slummed and bolted the heavy door 
of that sanctuary In the very face of 
Ids pursuers. 

“Don’t be foolish, Davy," called out 
Holden sharply, "you are making a 
grave mistake lu resisting the law and 
you will have to suffer the consequen- 
ces unless you open thlM door Imme- 
diately.” 

A* though In eoiiipllum-e with this 
stem warning, the key grated lu 
the look aud the door swung slowly 
Inward. With u quick rush the be- 
sieging forces catapulted Into the 
gunroom, only to find It Hpparently 
empty. Then, with s gusp of amuzed 
consternation they beheld a figure 
which silently emerged from the 
*pnce between the swung -hack door 
mid tin* wall. For that figure wore 
an enshrouding musk of yellow 
i-uuihrlc and gripped In one hand 
n heavy caliber revolver, which wa- 
vered lu disconcerting fashion over 
tlmt sturried group. 

"I think Dnvy must be well beyond 
remll by rills time." tie suld as he 
slowly backed towurd the door, "and 
I will now leave you to your own de- 
vices.” 

A* he spoke the Inst word be 
*lep|M-d Into the hallway, nud with 
aluiieu simultaneous movements 
pulled the door shul after him and 
locked It from the outside. Then 
cunie a clamor of wrathful voices ns 
Ihe caged detectives, smarting under 
the Indignities to which they had been 
subjected, hurled themselves In un- 
availing fury ugulnst that sout ob- 
struction which barred their pursuit of 
Ihe boldly Impudent masker. 

Hut with the exception of a fair- 
lislred girl waiting anxiously In the 
rose garden there was no one In 
sight about the well-kept grounds. 
As lu response to her eager Inquiries, 
her father told her of their humiliat- 
ing encounter with the musked Inter 
loper, who had miraculously tuken the 
place of the hurried Muuley, Mar 
gery became conscious of the openly 
suspicion* gaze of the russet-fared po- 
lice captain. 

"I don't know what yuur motive 
Is, Miss Oolden," he said resentfully, 
"but for some reason you have tried 
all along to discredit my theory 


henchmen, hut I* recovered by the Lausli- 
tufl Musk Margi n rescues Ihe Laughing 
a*k from hr police. Hr saves her from 
Tkaukl'e iK.lsoaeil arrows Margery is 
saved from death ut the hands of the 
Iron Claw by the lutughlng Mask An 
at tempi * >y the Iron Claw lo blow up the 
O'Mara cottage !» frustrated In the nick 
of time. The Laughing Mask disclose* 
U>* Identity to Margery. Margery over- 
hear* the poll. «-•» plan lo lukc the luiugli- 
Xjt Mari prisoner and hitmen* to warn 
zlm elude* .npliire. Margery - * father 
fill* Imr Ilia I tlo Mask ha* met death 
A m\ Mellon- woman frighten* l.cgui • 
hemhinsn Into u pr-mil** ot confesalun to 
clear the Laughing Mask. She no-eta Mar- 
gery und discloses herself to thul young 
lady a* David Mauley 1-egnr and hi* 
gang gel iHi*M-*th,n of mime loot uml *•- 
• ape. taking Margery with them The 
laughing Musk mid* to hi* mysl- rinus- 
nea* hy mu - mot,- suviiig her from 
death Margery rescues the chart of the 
Van Horn loot The police attempt to 
urreM David u» the lanignmg Musk. Tin- 
Mask uppe-tr* on the scene David save- 
Margery and her friend* from I.ck.ii'- 
henchmen, .m* of whom loses til* life try- 
ing to escape The police cuptaln teaclie* 
Margery the hellogi :«pti lu un effort to 
■ava David »hr i* almost trupi>ed by la- 
gar The I aughlng Mask com-* to her 
aid The code save* them Duild <11* 
cover* a dhignim » ilcli I* the means of 
averting the d-iilli* of the Holden* uml 
their guest- at a town banquel Brackett'* 
man report* tlmt "Idle aeurchlng for the 
lotughlng Musk, that Individual lip* him 
to a robbery by la-guF* men. ami the) 
are captured Bracken lays a trap toi 
the IjLUghing Mu-k. hut Legar catcher 
the captain and Id- party They are 
saved from destruction only by the work 
of the Mask The Musk link* Margery* 
further tru*i 


Even at the Knife Was Raised to 
Strike, the Miracle Happened. 

I lie li.-l.l* toward Seven Ouks hill, 
looming n cross llie valley. A few tuo- 
iupmIk Inter the stalwart police cap- 
tain mill Ills two men mine pounding 
over the siime course, hut at a souie- 
uiml slower und heavier gulL 

Fur tlowu lu those buried chutubers 
under the hill, for which those striving 
figures were headed, u wolfish-faced 
nmn desperately clawed at the pile of 
rock trad debris choking the tuuuel. 

Suddenly with uu evllike movement 
he wriggled through the uarrow pas- 
sage he hud effected, trad staggered 
like ii drunken iuuii towurd the ladder, 
his soar-ravaged fnce livid with dread 
apprehension. 

He made his wuy through the open- 
ing nud stood confusedly blinking In 
Ihe bright Hood of sunlight. The next 
moment u running figure bore dowu 
upjm the outlaw from the other side 
of llie rock. There wus u suddeu Im- 
pact of col tiding bodies und Jules Le- 
gist trad the Luughlng Musk stood lu 
dazed uncertainty, staring Into etch 
other's eyes. 

Hy warily evading the menace of 
tlmt terrible claw of iron, the masked 
mystery, with u sudden trick of Jap- 
nm-M- origin, sent bis heavier oppo- 
ucut toppling over backward. Then, 
before Logur could regain his balance, 
the Laughing Musk slipped through 
thut still open passage Into the bowl- 
der, llie panel closing sharply as he 
M-ppcd on the platform. The next ln- 
sLiul I.cgiir found himself face to face 
with Captain Brackett aud the two de- 
leetlves, who hud been hot on the trull 
of ihe Laughing Mask. 

Ih fore I.egar coubl draw his gun 
those three heavy uud resolute officer* 
bw, lunched themselves upon him. bury- 
ing him under Ihelr combined weight 
ii* |ie a crushed to the ground. 

To "Margery Golden, mill lying on 
tliii ■ narrow rocky ledge, expecting 
every moment un attack from out of 
the dark, the passing time had seornod 
like n fi-.irl'ul eternity. She hud heurd 
Black Tony creeping about below her 
In nn apparently futile search for his 
lliishllght. 

Then cnine ii low cry of triumph and 
ii thin >i n uk of light wavered upon 
lo r Sin- mi w the sinister, leering fnce 
of the swarthy (taliun ns he caine 
steadily nearer. She shrunk hack 
{igulnM the rough wall as n long, ta- 
pering knife, clutched lu sinewy fin- 
ger-: efliue reaching toward her. It 
seemed certain that nothing short of 
a miracle could save her. But even 
us the knife was raised to strike, tlm 
miracle happened. 

Th- apparently solid wull behind her 
suddenly gave way and Margery felt 
herself quickly pulled through an open- 
ing by strong, tender nnns. She was 
vaguely conscious of being borne up a 
ladder and presently a gentle breeze 
fanned her cheek. When the fresh air 
had revived her and she became «c- 
custoined to daylight she saw tbs 
Laughing Musk bending over her. 

•i hud u feeling up to the very last 
that you would save me." she mur- 
mured gratefully. 

"H was lucky I knew ubout the old 
ventilating shaft connecting all the 
galleries In the mine,” be modestly re- 
plied; "It will he quite safe for you to 
go home now. for I happen lo know 
that Legar himself Is captured and hta 
men have nil met the final punishment 
they so richly deserved." 

But Margery fixed n pleading look 
upon her masked savior. 

"Can't you see how 1 am tortured by 
tills terrible uncertainty,” she said In 
supplicating tones, 'if yon really love 
me, you vv 111 tell me who yon are." 

For a moment the Laughing Musk 
hesitated, then he slowly raised the 
yellow visor which so long had pre 
served the secret of his Identity. 
Trun*flxed with wonder, Margery 
stood gazing upon the face of her 
companion. A little cry broke from 
her lip*, a cry that might have signi- 
fied cither Joy or sorrow. 

(TO BE CONCLUDED 1 


NINETEENTH EPISODE 


The Cave of Despair, 


Margery Golden was naturally of u 
happy disposition. Yet u* she sat lu 
the June fragrance of the color- 
splashed rose garden uud let h>-r 
thoughts dwell on the recent events 
which Imd so rudely shuttered her 
luiray cherished Ideals, the pensive 
eyed girl could not repress a long 
drawn sigh which betrayed only too 
dearly tier distress of mind. From u 
branch overhead u liquid-noted robin 
|Hiured 111* melody of spring und glad 
nes* into the unheeding ears of the 
hUcim and preoccupied figure on Hu 
rustle bench. 

Suddeuly the feathered songster 
reused tils Joyous enrol us Murgery 
heurd the sound of iipprau tiling step* 
on the graveled walk. The newcomer 
stood looking wistfully down at tlo- 
svv eel-faced girl whose golden hair 
gliuted lu the shaft of sunlight filter 
lug through the soft spring foliage. 
She met Ills look with one of sur- 
prised Inquiry. 

"1 hardly expected tu we you here. 
Davy, after ull thut has happened." 
she suid lu tones of gentle reproof. 

"I had to come. Margery," lie an- 
swered quietly, "I couldn't stay away 
from you any longer. Won't you be- 
lieve that I sra truly sorry for what 
1 have clone und try to forgive met" 

The silent robin, which bud been 
regarding this masculine Intruder 
Into Its peaceful domain with some 
uncertainty, now took wing lu u sud- 
den flutter of apprehension. For at 


Muuley behind tlmt solitary rock on 
u previous occasion, und the equally 
suddeu emergence of the Laughing 
Musk u moment Inter. With u feel- 
ing thut nt last she had stumbled 
upon « tangible clue, Margery sped 
rapidly across the meadows la the 
hope of reaching the undermined hin 
before Davy should arrive by the 
more circuitous route of the highway. 

To her relief, the const wus still 
clear when she reached her destina- 
tion. but when she hud tolled half 
way up the steep slope the unsuspect- 
ing object of her espionage came saun- 
tering leisurely along the shaded road. 
Margery darted Into u near-by laurel 
thicket and from this opportune covert 
kepi un tnteut wuteh on the move- 
ment* of the young man. who was now 
picking Ills way uloiig llie crest of 
the ridge. As he neared the Isoluted 
bowlder lie stopped, and then, appar- 
ently satisfied he was free from ob- 
servation. dlsapiH'ureil behind that 
great sphere of stone. A moment 
luter. ms the breutlilemly wsltlug girl 
half exjieotpd, there Issued from be- 
hind that rocky screen a figure dad 
In the familiar hublllinents of the 
laughing Musk. 

But nt that Instant another person 
emerged from behind the bowlder and 
descended the hlllHlde within a few 
yards of the thicket where the wide- 
eyed girl crouched In utter bewilder- 
ment. For the newcomer was noue 
other than David Manley himself and 
the solution of that baffling mystery 
seemed further off than ever. 


Hs Slowly Raised the Yellow Visor. 

that moment a heavy-featured Indi- 
vidual had crept up buck of the free 
with an alarming stealthiness of 
manner. Unconscious of the pres- 
ence of the hidden eavesdropper, the 
<,.eyed girl, after a little hesitation, 
answered the Impassioned plea of l»n 
vld Manley. 

“1 do forgive you." she sold In a 
voice tremulous with emotion, and 
then, as she saw a h.qs ful light flash 
Into the eyes of her ponltent com- 
panion. she added In B (Inner tone, 
"but you mu»t not expect too much 
of roe at.flrst. Davy. You have hurt 
me deeply and It Is best that you 
stay away until the Wound Is quite 
healed." 

9 "That ahull he as yuu say." he re- 
plied tenderly, “tor ran have given 


At Bay. 

Tile sadly perplexed girl stepped onl 
from her place of concealment and 
Blood winching the fast disappearing 
figure of David Manley. To her far- 
ther amazement, he seemed to be 
liemlisl directly for the Wllkens' es- 
tate. What did It all mean? Deeply 
occupied with these distressing 
thought*. Margery was oblivious to tbs 
stealthy approach ot four sinister fig- 



